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Bonn/Cape Town, 17 October 2003

The World Wind Energy Conference & Renewable Energy Exhibition (WWEC)
23 – 26 November, Cape Town International Convention Centre, South Africa

South African Government shows strong Commitment to
Renewable Energies and releases Targets

Enormous Renewable Energy potentials will be used for clean energy generation
Energy Ministers from South Africa and Namibia will attend WWEC 2003

Few weeks before the World Wind Energy Conference and Renewable Energy Exhibition takes place
in Cape Town, the South African government has made another important and encouraging step to
introduce wind energy utilisation on a large scale. The Department of Minerals and Energy released its
targets for renewable energies: additional 10.000 Gigawatt hours of renewable energy consumed by
2013. The Renewable Energy White Paper with the implementation strategies is expected to be
ratified by the government within the coming weeks.

Further signals by the South African government offer promising business perspectives for the wind
industry: The government promotes private electricity generation and new, independent power
producers are explicitly invited to invest in the country. The old, monopolistic structures that in the past
had hindered a structural change in the energy supply have already partly been abolished. The former
monopolistic, state-owned utility will according to a decision by the government only remain 70 % of
the generation capacity and will not be allowed to install new power plants. In the future, 30 % of the
South African electricity generation will be provided by Independent Power Producers. The National
Electricity Regulator controls the process of unbundling electricity generation, transmission and
distribution.
Besides, the still existing excess capacity will be topped by the increasing electricity consumption by
the year 2007, so that additional generation capacities have to be installed.

All these conditions offer excellent investment opportunities for the wind industry. The technical
potentials in Southern Africa are huge anyhow: For example, in the region of Western Cape, there is
an average wind speed of 8 m/s at 50 m hub height and at 3000 full-load hours. International experts
have estimated that only the Western Cape potential is at 10.000 MW.
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With the new targets, the White Paper and a good infrastructure in place, South Africa is on its way to
become a pilot country in the field of renewable energies. This will open new doors for a clean and
sustainable development in further sub-Saharan countries and worldwide.

Encouraging developments can also be seen in further countries like in Namibia whose Ministry of
Mines & Energy has become an official sponsor of the WWEC 2003.

The progress in the WWEC 2003 preparations reflects the positive political decision-making process:
Top-level government officials show strong support for the World Wind Energy Conference &
Renewable Energy Exhibition: South Africa’s Minister of Minerals and Energy, Ms Phumzile Mlambo-
Ngcuka, has confirmed that she will officially open the conference. The Namibian Minister of Mines &
Energy, Dr Nikey Iyambo, will be making a presentation on the Luderitz Windpark Development.
Alternative Nobel prize winner and General Chairman of the World Council for Renewable Energy Dr
Hermann Scheer will speak about the way towards an Earth Charter for Renewable Energy.
Representatives of the German government will present the International Conference for Renewable
Energies taking place in Bonn in June 2004 as a follow-up of the Johannesburg world summit.

Other keynote speakers include the Danish government that has generously sponsored the event
through DANIDA, the Canadian Ambassador for the Environment, representatives of the British High
Commission, the European Commission and the European Parliament, as well as the United Nations
Environment Program. Heads of the various national and international wind energy associations and
environmental organisations will also attend the event.

During the accompanying renewable energy exhibition top companies, amongst them several of the
leading wind turbine manufacturers, will present their products and services. Conference delegates
from developing as well as from industrialised countries will have the opportunity to get in contact with
suppliers of the different wind energy branches. The WWEC 2003 thus will contribute to launching a
wind industry in South Africa.

For further information please have a look at:

www.sbs.co.za/wwec2003 or www.wwindea.org
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