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The Energy Union 
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"We need to strengthen the share of renewable energies on our 
continent. This is not only a matter of a responsible climate 
change policy. It is, at the same time, an industrial policy 

imperative if we still want to have affordable energy at our 
disposal in the medium term. I therefore want Europe’s Energy 

Union to become the world number one in renewable energies." 

 
President Juncker, European Parliament, July 2014 
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Source: Directorate-General for Energy 

The Energy Union 

Where we want to go: 
Secure, sustainable, competitive, affordable energy for every European 

 

What this means: 
Energy security, solidarity and trust 

A fully integrated internal EU-wide energy market 

Energy efficiency as an energy source in its own right 

Transition to a low-carbon society 

Research, innovation and competiveness 
 

How we want to reach it: 
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What does it mean to be : "world number one" in renewables ? 
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Renewable energy Policies 
 

© shutterstock 
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46%               30%             24% 
of final energy consumption 
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Renewable energy 
framework for 2030 
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Agreed headline targets 
2030 Framework for Climate and Energy 

2020 

2030 

New governance system + indicators  

-20 % 
Greenhouse 

Gas Emissions 

20% 
Renewable 

Energy 

20 % Energy 

Efficiency 

 - 40 % 
Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions 

27 % 
Renewable 

Energy 

 27%* 
Energy Efficiency 

10 % 
Interconnection 

15 % 
Interconnection 

* To be reviewed by 2020, 
having in mind an EU level of 
30% 
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The RES framework post 2020 

Based on a full 
delivery of the 

2020 framework  

EU-level at least 
27 % target 

fulfilled through 
MS 

contributions 

No nationally 
binding RES 
targets, but 

individual MS 
may set higher 
national targets 

More regional 
cooperation and 

coordination 
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Creating a conducive environment for renewables 

Stable 
investment 
framework 

Market 
based 

support 

Synergies 
with 
other 

sectors 

Delivering on the Energy Union's ambition of making the EU the world 
leader in renewable energy requires creating a conducive 

environment for renewables to attract the required investments  
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Energy communities and 
citizens' empowerement 
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• Getting informed via smart solutions 

• Empowering local communities 

• Involving municipalities 

• Home-producing energy 

• Reinforcing training and information 
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Empowering citizens means… 
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• Nine in ten Europeans (90%) think that it is important for their 
government to set RES targets (Eurobarometer 409, 2013) 

• However, lots of opposition at local level :  

– IN BE (Wall.), 37 projects (215 windmills) opposed in 2014 

– In DK, more than 200 anti-wind groups 

– In FR, 1/3 wind project opposed 

• Entails lenghty procedures, uncertainty, higher costs 

• Key issues for local communities 

– lack of access to project ownership or finance 

– lack of information 

– lack of participation 

• Energy communities could bring solutions 
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The question of local acceptance 
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• Increase local acceptance of RES projects 

• Contribute to renewable energy targets 

• Empower consumers 

• Bring added value to the local economy 

• Create local employement 

• Can reduce prices for the end-consumer 
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The role of energy communities and cooperatives 
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• https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/consultations/ 

• Open from 18 November 2015 to 10 February 2016 

• Part 3: Empowering consumers particularly relevant 

• Questions 13, 14 on local level and cooperatives: 
– 13. main barriers 

– 14. EU rules to remove barriers 
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2030 Renewable energy directive : public consultation 

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/consultations/
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• Lack of support from Member State authorities  

• Lack of administrative capacity and/or expertise/ 
knowledge/information at the local level 

• Lack of energy strategy and planning at local level  

• Lack of eligible land for projects and private property conflicts  

• Difficulties in clustering projects to reach a critical mass at 
local level  

• Lack of targeted financial resources (including support 
schemes) 

• Negative public perception 

• …? 
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Question 13 : discussion on possible barriers 


